








Leaded Petrol

~ This is a synopsis of an article appearing in the February AOMC magazine .

The government has indicated a commitment to bringing forward the phase out
of leaded petrol. The AOMC is concerned about this issue and is asking for
input from interested parties to prepare a submission to govemment before the
end ofFebruary, 1999, . CooEn [ N

National Lead Abatement Program : In 1993 the National Health &
Medical Research Council (NH&MRC) established a goal for the level of lead
in the blood of the Australian population. The goal, set at 10 ug/dl, replaced the
previous level of 27ug/dl of blood. A program was initiated to reduce the
- Australian pOpulatlon s exposure to envnronmental lead as lead from motor

vehicle exhaust was then, and still is, the most significant source of lead in
urban axr :

The Lead Abatement Program commenccd in 1993 and achieved a s1gmﬁcant
reduction in emissions of lead from motor vehicles by :

. Reducmg the lead content of leaded petrol to 0.2 grams per litre and

e Reducing demand for leaded petrol

A reduction in the research octane number (RON) of petrol was also made to
assist in reducmg the lead content

Leaded petrol, whlch is reqmre&'by the pre 1986 ﬂeet currently accounts for
approximately 28% by volume of total petrol sales, and is continuing to decline
steadily. By 2003 it will account for between 6% and 10% of total sales and
fall to between 2% and 5% by 2005, when the number of pre 1986 vehicles is
- estimated to be about 850,000 of Whlch approximately half will be collectors
- items. Historical owners w111 continue to demand suitable fuef beyond any
phase out date. : : :

The govemment is com;mitted to brmging forward the complete phasé out of

appropnate balance between minimising consumer and mdusuy cost.: and
maximising environmental and industry benefits.

Cash for “Clunke:rs

The Federal Government will review a cash for clunkers scheme under

-~ which people would be paid up to $1,000 to get rid of old cars. A transport task

" force has suggested the scheme to rid the roads of vehxcles more than 20 years
old that impose environmental or safety nsks :

Staustlcs show. the average Austrahan car 1s more than 10 years old and more

- than two million vehicles are more than 20 years old. It is yet to be worked out

who would pay for"a scrapping scheme — th‘e govemment or car makers.

Scrappmg programs have been successful overseas, wnth an Itahan program
removrng 700,000 old cars from the: raads Co
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Begonia Gold Rally 1999 by Toré Pannuzzo

This was a two day ral!y and thiere were over 150 cars involved, of all varieties. Because of other
commitments | was only abie to attend on the Sunday. Connie and | got up at 6am after only four
hours sieep, to be in Ballarat by Sam. With the top down, it was magic driving in the crisp

moming air in our Reiley Roadster. We took our little “Treasure” (the dog) with us, as she loves :
the open car. B ' |

Qur first stop was Berringa, the Aboriginal word meaning “rainbow”. The town was a goid digging |
area from 1850 until 1918 when the gold dried up. At the tum of the century it boasted 7000~ -
people, today approximately seven. The only buildings that remain are the school and a church
which have been restored and are kept as a museum by the local community. We were given a

i great talk by Mrs. Joy Menhennet on the history of the area and the local community . Afterwards
we enjoyed a fantastic morning tea with homemade cakes and scones.

From there we went to Greenshood Gully 1o visit a property owried by Mrs. June Barrett. Well did
the ladies lave this place! It was like a garden of Eden_ It was like a rain-forrest in the middie of
nowhere, and | must say it was magnificent. Connie and | had the opportunity to speak to June
and she said that she does all the garden maintenance by herself, with occasional help from a
man for any heavy work.

Then off to lunch at the North Ballarat Sporis Complex and for trophy presentatlon Afier lunch
everyane went their respective way. :

Connie and !, along with another three couples, were given the oppartunity 1o visit a private”
museum of cars and memorabilia on a country estate just a short drive from Ballarat. 1t was
called Merv's Museum and it was unreal, totally mind- blowing. Mind you he was an American car
buff, no English cars, but | did spat a pre-War radiator and grill from an Armstrong Siddelay. |
mentioned to Merv that it looked out-of place, and he Iaughed

The cars were all in showroom cond;taon and the place was spotless A!l the walls were adomed
with:posters, enamel signs, badges, hub'caps, wheel trims and show cabinets of miniature cars. |
was amazed that this place is not open to the pubhc as it had ‘more to showthan some of the
museums that one often visits! B

After this lovely but extremelyéxhaa‘sﬁné day, we had tea with friends that were staying at the
caravan park | was sotired that instead of coming home as planned ended up staying the mght"

Toré, c:onnze'f‘aﬁd Tréaspré‘; |

Thanks Tore...Who has the next item??
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